A TEXAS-SIZE DELAY IW JUSTICE FOR FARY WORKERS

In 1966-67, the United Farm Workers conducted a strike in the Rio Grande Vallewv.
lHlundreds of farm workers joincd the strike and supported the demard for a minimum
wage of $€1.25 per hour. The growers refused to recognize the unien so the farm
workers marched 300 miles to Austin, the state capitol, where Governor Jolmm Con-
nally declined to mect with them.

Instecad of ayreeing to negntiate with their workers, the growers called in the
Texas Rangers, who brutally heat up dozcens of farm workers. The UFW filed suit
in federal court,. ’

Pive years later, a 3-judge federal panel found that the Rangers nad acted ii-
legally. The judges' decision reads:

"(Magdaleno) Dimas was hospitalized from June 2 through June ©.
He suffered a brain concussion, multiple bruises on -both sidas
of the neck and cther bruitses belind his left ear, in hig left
ctdi, on the right cide of nin havk, on his left forearm and
laft weist,....X=-ray negatives revealed that Dimas had vecertved
a severe blow to the lover vight portion of his back eausing the
spine to curve cut of shape away from the impact point. Dimas
algo suffered a lacervation whinh required four stitches to c¢los.,

"Rodriguen had cuts wid bruises behind his right car, bruiscs on
his right elbow, on hic right wpper arm, on the right wupper por-
tion of his back and on his riqgut jaw. iis left little fingev was
bhroken ond. the nail wes torn of f." ' :

The Rangnrs and the growers had claimed that these two strikers had injured
thamselves while trying to avoid arrest, The judoes resvonded, "7t fo i ffi-
cult: indecd for thie Court to wiswaliine (wo grown men colliding with each other
82 ar to causa such tnjurdes.”

niunt years after the strilie had bequn, Justice William O. Douglas wrote for thne
suprewe Court: ;

"They (Ini ted Furm Workers) sought to do no more than organ-
e a lawful union 1o bettor the gituation of one of the

most economically oppressed classes of workere in the cowliy,
‘Because of the intiwidation by stale authovibics, their Lavjil
effort was cruchcd.”
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