
A TEXAS-SIZE DELAY IN JUSTICE FOR FnnM WORKERS

In 1966-67, the United Farm \'7orkcrs conduct.ed a strike in the Rio Granck Vnll(>v.
Ilundrc::ldR of. farm workors joinr;(l the ~trike .1nd supported the ol~m<.lrrl for il minil\" ... l'l
\'lage of $].25 per hour. The grO\V'crs refused to recognize thn union so the f,nl!1
\flO rken.l marched 300 miles to l\ustin, the statt1 capitol, Vlhere Governor ~To!m C!)B­

nally declined to meet \·!ith them.

Instead of agreeing to nO'.Jotiatc \./i th their \'lOrkers, the grO\'l~rs called in t.he
'rexas Rangers, wj~t,) brutally beat up dozens of farm \V'orkers. The TJI:"\'1 [i lr'd sui t
in federal court.

five years later, a 3-judge federal panel found that tIll'! Rang(~rs llCld actC'!o il­
legally. The judges' decision reads:

"(MaudaZ(~no) D1:m<18 waH 7wspi taU::ed f1·om ,Tunc 2 thpou(!h Jun(~ C.
ll~ auffered a brcdn e(mcus[JiC"1.~ multiple In'l,/'iHPs on ·boat sida::
of ate: neal< and ether' l.>l'uilU~a behind hia lett Cclp" in hl:B leFt
::;id/J~ on the Y'{(jht c{dn of hln ha(!.7<,~ mz his left .fr.Y·INn·."!; anu
Z..:J't ',wist .... . X-1'tIU negati1)c::; }~evcalcd that 111:IIi(w had }VWe'7:'1\,d

a SIJVt!1' e b low to ale! l.()/,'{,r r"iu1zt [Jol,tion of h{a l>a(!l< ec:l1.I:1lnu the
sp'ini'J to OUY'VG out or uhope a',JClU fr'om the illq)ant [I0irlt. !J7'.rna:J
also 87./ffc:t'!Jd a laeer'ation whinh 1'equh'od four· s·ti/;ohC:'1sto elm'.'.

"RocZ:rig7l1?1 had cu1::; and brui3G:s bel-dnd Ids :right; eaY'~ lll'u{[;,::a on.
his 1"i{Jh·t elbO'.'" on hie '1'i(ilzt upper m'm~ on the 2"{Uht UPPpy' pOi'-
tion of his back and on his '1'1'gizt j:;('.;). iNn Zej't little fin:!,;!"' :;lrw
hro7<en and, the naiZ 1.8m t02'n off."

The nanq.~r<' and the growen1 had claimed tlVlt these h,n strikers had in:iured
~~~:~lvc~t. "Jhi10 tryinlJ t.n .:.\Vo.i.d L\rref.t. The judges n~spondod, "Tl: iIJ diJJi.-
euti; 7'l-ukr;d i'm" thic Court to lJ'iHuaU;.:e l~,',) :/l'Ou)~1 mcn colliding ILl 7:t:h wwh (lUU.'Y·

D,? .:J.."J to ('elllDe tntrift injuy··,:e:l."

r;~9~\t y'~,'t:r;._.n.~ter ..th~._s..t:r.j:!~~_!,~~_:b~!Iu12., .rustice ~'1illiarn o. Doug]a" \Jrotl~ for tl:t"
Suprer,le Court:

"Tlw!f{/lnit;ed Far>1n [.,Tor·kers) I)ought to do no more than or'gan­
'7~;;q a ~rrJj'ut uni,OIl 7.0 bett.~Y' thl') [dtlla!.;7:on oj' on,~ oj' aw
Tn()t;t t~uuno"17:oaZZH oppr'enserl oZr:IH:le:J of I,J(li ,J,:Pl':J in Uw (:O/{il!.!'!/.

·l3oc:aww of the ill t{lidr.l"lt ion by D tc.rJl~ tl1l"/:hm'J'. r'Zel:, tlu..··i,:t· lm,'j'i{"
ej'j'm1t wcw el'l,whr;~d. I'
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